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The Convention. 

The brethren in California, 
who have a few things to say 
about a convention in this num- 
ber, come bold out in favor of 
oue. Other brethren are anxious 
to know what iii to he dune if a 
culi vent ion in held. It is not our 
province to frame a program, 
and we believe that this privilege 
belongs to id other one person 
or number of persons belonging 
to the Brthren church; cou«e- 
queutly each one wlu is interest- 
ed iu the cause is congregational 
in bin .en option nt a program. 

To raanj there appears to he 
nothing in do. It in true that 
our doctrine in died, and a con- 
vention can do uothiug more 
with it than reaffirm it; and our 
system of church government is 
also fixed and nothing can be 
done with it except to give it a 
hearty endorsement. 

We believe it is not. the pur- 
pose or prospects of any one to 
start a legislative body that will 
undertake to rule the church and 
build up a sort of central episco- 
pate, although there are those 
who are unnecessarily fearful that 
something of the kind will be 
the result, should one be held. 
There is nut the least danger of 
this now. 

But there is danger of going to 
the opposite extreme and tailing 
into anarchy. This tault can be 
alleged against Christian people 
in many places and ages. Fre- 
quently, history furnishes in- 
stances where people rose up to 
correct some religious error or 
remove oppression, and tbeir 
stand was bo radically opposite 
that they tell into customs as 
disastrous as those they aimed to 
remove or correct. ' 
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be directed according to the 
most approved methods. 

Lastly we want to see one 

another and encourage one 

another and strengthen one 

another, and be thankful and 
glad that the Lord is gracious. 


TT yTor such fre quency, anoTwhen 
'TGeetij ms.are held the^dtscT ptine, 
tbe _OoBpel, w il ljieed_no_ tiHEsr: 
ing, ad ditions or subtractions 

If more is to be done than to 
simply serve ourselves, we must 
have system ; and if we aim only 
to get to heaven and leave our 
fellow men uusaved and the 
command, "Go teach," disobeyed, 
we are selfish and without the 
spirit of Christ. The only all- 
tm|>ortant work of the church ia 
to save souls, and to that end 
talent, money and labor should 


Anxious About the Morrow, 

One of the chief subjects of 
thought to every mind is the 
future. It is the exceptionable 
individual who lives altogether iu 
the present and the past, lie, 
whose mind dwells upon the 
things of the past, cannot be 
anxious under that exercise, be- 
cause the past cannot be chang- 
ed ; but the mind that reaches 
out into the unknown future is 
anxious because contingencies 
cluster around every prospec- 
tive. The decrees of the Creator 
are sure and what -he has reveal- 
ed will come to pass, and this is 
as sure to be as the past is to re- 
main as it is. There is therefore 
no cause for being anxious 
iilout the revealed future. It is 
tixed as the things ot the past 
are. 

There is no anxiety about the 
present because it is kuown, as 
well as the past is know u or may 
be knowu, and cannot be chang- 
ed. Bnt the unknown tutu re 
seems to be controlled by contin- 
gencies to such a degree that 
there ia nothing absolutely sure, 
and a halloo of uncertainty en- 
shrouds every condition that a 
man desires to experience. 

Even though uncertainty clus- 
ters around the future that is not 
known through the channel ot 
divine revelation, still there is no 
necessity ot being anxious about 
it. Every individual is allowed 
the grandest of aTl privileges 
which u the right to live a vir 
tuoue, harmless and religious 
lite. The one who will do this 
should not be anxious about the 
future. This life is only food 
and raiment in the natural as- 
pect, and any one can provide 
that who has the strength that 
nature has given him, it he 
has not destroyed it, by abuse 
and dissipation. The scriptural 
injunction, "Be not anxious about 
the morrow," is indeed a very 
appropriate admonition, and it 
is wisdom to obey it. 

If anxiety would change a 
coming event or a aura result, 
then there would be propriety in 
being anxious; but as it is a 
weariness to the soul and body 
and destructive to health, and 
powerless to change any thing 
beyond, it should he resisted aa 
inconvenient and an enemy. 
The future, when it turns into 
the present, will be itself and 
not what anxiety desires it 
should be. Good seed always 
bears good crops, in the social, 
moral and religious spheres ; 
therefore sow good seed, and al- 
low the Ruler of all to give the 
increase as he will. 


The Old Order Annual Meeting. 

The Annual Meeting of the 
Old Order German Baptists was 
held at Ross ville, Iud., last week 
and passed off orderly and 
quietly, and the business was 
transacted in a very short time. 

On Friday the old Brethren 
began to arrive, and on Saturday 
evening they bad preaching in 
Roeaville. On Sunday moruing 
preaching was held on the 
meeting grounds, and, after the 
custom of the fathers, a commun- 
ion was held in the evening. 
Monday was devoted to preach- 
ing, and on Tuesday the business 


ot the meeting was opened. 
Henry Davy was chosen Mod- 
erator, and thirteen delegates 
were present. Brevity charac- 
terized the entire proceedings, 
and the best of feeling prevailed. 
The queries were discussed in 
short speeches, and unanimously 
agreed upon. 

Spectators no doubt think that 
this Annual Meeting ia a de- 
sirable place to visit, ae all 
were given two nieala a day free 
ot charge ; but thia is a heavy 
expense to the brethren. 

The business before the meet- 
ing was all disposed of at 4 
o'clock in the afternoon. No 
collection was taken for uext 
year's meeting. 


Improvement in the Annual, 

Bro. J. A. Ride no ur writes to 
us with the suggestion that a 
a great improvement might be 
made in the Brethren Annual 
by perfecting the ministerial list, 
a correct list of all the churches 
and church t.tatistijs, etc. 

We heartily coincide with the 
aim of his suggestions, and the 
only question with us is how to 
do it. Wo are greatly iu need 
ot a list of all the churches in 
the brotherhood and as brother 
Ridenonr has ottered hia services 
to do what he can to aid in com- 
piling one, we will not put any 
hiuderauces in the way, and 
here call upon elders and all 
others to send us in the names 
of different churches, when or- 
ganised, and who is in charge. 

To make this labor valuablo 
we have provided a record, in 
which the name of the church 
aud facts connected with it will 
be recorded. 

Now will all our brethren who 
huvi; the over sight of churches 
send in the names and other sta- 
tistics of their churches ? 


NOTES AND NEWS. 
There were only a few of the 
Brethren who attended A. M. 

last week. 


Bro. and sister Wm. McDon- 
ald, of the Homer church attend- 
ed our service last Lord's day. 

8. Z. Sharp preached at the 
Maple Grove church, north of 
this place, laat Lord's day. He 
came here from A. M. 


Bro. lletrick has baptized 
seven converts at Lawrence ville, 
Pa., aix at Harmony ville, and 
one in the Coventry church this 
spring. Six have been reported 
in the Evangelist, 


The next German Baptist an- 
nual meet nig wilt be held at Ot- 
toway, Kansas. It ought to go 
west and grow np with the couu- 
try. Even the German Baptist 
Brethren in the East have no use 
for it. 

We did not have time last 
week to extend our good wishes 
to brother A. A. Cober and wife, 
and we do so now. May their 
cup of jny be fall, and their 
labors abundant in the Lord's 
harvest 


Brother Samuel Kjehl Bends 
us a clipping from the Dayton 
Journal, which says the attend- 
ance at annual meeting was not 
half what it wu two years ago, 
when held near Dayton, and that 
the interest was less than any 
held during the past ten years. 

One peculiar feature about an- 
nual meeting this year, was that 
the liberal and intelligent ele- 
ment had next to nothing to say. 


It must be a calm before another 
storm. We cannot conceive that 
such a power as they are will re- 
main passive when there ia such 
an important work to do. 

On June 15th, brother Basbor 
wrote us that brother A, D. Gnagy 
1b with us. Has preached fonr ex- 
cellent sermons aud at the close 
of last night's service one young 
man made the good confession. 
Bro. Gnagy leaves for Illinois 
tomorrow. It is aggravating to 
have a good preacher begin meet- 
ings, arouse an interest, get the 
people under his influence, and 
then pick up and leave for home. 
There are others who could be 
led to Christ were he to remain 
longer, and we pray they may 
come to night. 


Dear Bro, — I enclose order for 
five dollars, which my aged 
mother, Mary Miller, sends tor 
the Woman's College tund. She 
hopes her mite will help to 
liquidate the debt and place the 
College on a sure footing. She 
gives this in addition to the |5.00 
already given. 

Laura 11. Snider. 

Eustou, W. Va. 


Dear Brethren : — It is by the 
help of Christ that we are called 
from the sins of the world. I 
feel happy in saying that Christ 
left the courts of heaven and 
came down into the world to die, 
the just for the unjust, so that 
we could be saved. Dear ,., ■Hi- 
re n, as Christ was so kind and 
good that he came into the world 
and died for us, we ought to 
work for Christ with all our 
hearts. I entreat the Lord that 
all the world be converted. If 
we are converted to Christ and 
do the will of the Father, we 
ahull he happy. 

I will close by asking what ia 
meant in the 20th chapter of 
Matthew,the 16th verse : Bo the 
last shall be first, and the first 
last; for many are called but 
few are chosen. 

A. H. Cokniso. 

North Buffalo, Pa. 
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Report of Meetings. 

Tiosa, Fulton Co,, Ind.— Ac- 
cording to previous arrangments 
between Bro. W. Summers and 
myself, Bro. 8. came to Tiosa on 
Tuesday, June the 1st, and 
preached for us nntil Monday, 
June the 7th, in all seven ser- 
mons. On Sunday, the 6th, six 
were buried with Christ in bap- 
tism, five of whom came out last 
winter, and one that came out 
under Bro. Summer's preaching 
Sunday the 6tb. Our church at 
Tiosa was very much cheered 
under Bro. Summer's ministration 
of the word. On Saturday, ac- 
cording to previous arrangments, 
1 left the meetings at Tiosa and 
wended my way to North Man- 
chester to fill Bro. Summer's ap- 
pointments at that point, was 
met at the depot by our beloved 
Bro. Daniel Sata, who kindly 
cared tor me. Met with the 
faints same evening at tbeir neat 
and commodious house of wor- 
ship; continued the meetings 
until Friday, the 11th inst. I 
can but speak in the highest 
terms of our beloved brethren 
and sisters of North Manchester. 
I found then zealous workers iu 
the vineyard of the Lord. 

On Friday evening met with 
our beloved at Roenn. On Sat- 
urday evening had our love feast 
at this poiut. The meeting waa 
well attended, and all seemed to 
be much edified. 

On Sunday two more precious 


souls were buried with Christ in 
baptism, to rise and walk in 
newness of life. 

On next Sabbath we will again 
administer the ordinance of bap- 
tism in the Tiosa congregation. 
God help our cause everywhere. 

J. W. FiizoBRALn, V. D. M. 


Virginia Items, 

Our "general" and "particular" 
Bro. of Md., wonders why Vir- 
ginia brethren did not Include 
them in the Mission field. Of 
course one person can not speak 
tor the church, but I think if 
Sister Maryland had offered to 
hare _ been included in the Mis- 
sion work when the call for a 
convention was made ; that she 
would have been favorably dealt 
with. 

Perhaps we could have con- 
solidated and supported two 
evangelists. 

Our evangelist, by the help of 
the Lord, has been pot in the 
field to Btay. It can not be call- 
ed an experiment, by any means. 

Bro. Shaver is a man of cour- 
age, grit and grace. He will 
stick when one would think that 
oil the adhesion were licked off, 
by the many tongues, who seem 
to almost use his name (not in 
honor) more than the Lord's. A 
short time ago he baptized a 
young lady while visiting here , 
from Page county, and recently 
two more young ladies in Rock- 
ingham county; all of families 
who bear excellent reputations. 

It people would think more 
soberly and read and study 
ChriBt'a sermon on the Mountain, 
then the angry billows would 
not roar nor dash our frail 
barque about, but the waters 
would be calm and smooth, and 
it would not require so much 
rowing. But, perhaps, it ia all 
the better for us to have trials, 
as Christ, Himself, was lead by 
the Spirit into the mountain and 
there tempted by the devil. If 
Christ had not been tempted 
some of us professing Christians 
of today might complain that 
we are exposed to too many 
temptations. 

Again it the waters were al- 
ways smooth and we were allow- 
ed to drift with the current, then 
we would become careless and 
our souls not be on their guard, 
and in some thoughtless moment 
be capsized. By continually la- 
boring and watching with Christ 
as our captain, we are sure to 
safely land on the Evergreen 
ebore. Who can tell if a man is 
a good soldier until he has faced 
the musketry? Who can tell if 
a mechanic is a good workman 
until somebody has tried him? 
or who can tell if a piece of 
machinery will do good work 
until somebody haa tried it ? 

So it is with the Christian, 
who can tell who ia a true Chris- 
tian until he has been tried ? 

I believe trials and tempta- 
tions are for our good. It ia 
like testing gold and silver : by 
applying the test proof, we can 
tell the true from the counter- 
feit. Just so it is with the Chris- 
tian, after trials and temptations, 
if ha stands the test, he is a true 
Christian if not a counterfeit. 
G. A. Copp. 

Fisher's Hill, Va. 


Mrs. Spurgeou, though a great 
sufferer and confined to her room 
the most of her married lite, has 
during the past six years con- 
ducted a society by which about 
20,000 helpful volumes, besides 
clothing, have been distributed to 
deserving pastors in straitened 
circumstances in Great Britian. 
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